
 

3. Church: Blessing to a Thousand Generations 
Man hands on misery to man. 
    It deepens like a coastal shelf. 
Get out as early as you can, 
    And don’t have any kids yourself. (Philip Larkin) 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.   (Mary, Luke 1:54-55) 

1. The Household of God 
Ephesians 2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15; 5:1-2  The church is a family. 

2. Two Adams, Two heads of families 
Romans 5:12-15  Just as 

    A ‘type’ of the one who was to come 

1 Corinthians 15:45-49 The last Adam 

    The second Adam 

Remember the hereditary principle: Exodus 20:5-6 

 We are a race designed for generations 

Adam’s household, Christ’s household 

 

 

 

 

3. The Covenant of Grace 
Genesis 3:15  The Seed of the Woman 

Genesis 12:2 Who will be blessed through Abraham? 

Genesis 15:1-6 Why does this bother Abraham? What is God’s answer? 

 

Genesis 15:7-21 God’s oath 

Genesis 17:7-8 Covenant& Seed 

Genesis 22  ‘By myself I have sworn’ 

   What the covenant family knows … about their head 

        … about themselves 

God’s words to Isaac  Genesis 26:24 
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God’s words to Jacob Genesis 35:11-12  An ‘assembly of nations’ 

Why does God rescue Israel from slavery?  Exodus 2:23-24 

Why does God forgive Israel their sin?   Exodus 32:13-14 

      2 Kings 13:23 

Why does God focus his attention on Israel? Psalm 105:7-11 

4. Jesus and the Covenant of Grace 
So what does Jesus have to do with all this? 

What does Jesus’ birth have to do with the Covenant? Look at these three songs about 
Jesus’ coming: Luke 1:54-55; 72-73; 2:29-32 

 Jesus and Israel 

 Jesus and the Gentiles ( = non-Israelites) 

Jesus blesses children Luke 18:15-17 

Mark 7:24 Jesus meets a Gentile woman 

 Who are the ‘children’? Who are the ‘dogs’?  

 What does Jesus mean by v27? What does she mean by v28? 

 And notice that Jesus delivers her child! 

Ephesians 2:11-13, 19 The Covenant with Israel was always about salvation in Christ 

    The one household of God. 

Church = Israel with the Gentiles added in. The Assembly of the Nations, the Family of God 

 

 

 

5. Covenant, faith and salvation 
So does being born in the covenant guarantee salvation? 

No: we are saved by faith in Jesus.  

But parents are to bring children up to trust in Christ. Teach them to put their faith in Christ. 
The No. 1 thing that they are to do.  

If children reject that faith, then they have no reason to think that they inherit the 
promises.  

Every generation of Christians is called to believe the promises that God gave to our 
forefathers.  

How would you answer someone who said, ‘You’re only a Christian because your parents 
are – if they were muslim you’d probably be a muslim’? 


